
COVID-19 Communiqué – 01  

Date: 28 January 2020  

  

Dear Parents, Staff and Students   

RE: Corona Virus outbreak in China   

I am sure you have all heard by now the global concerns that have been raised extensively via the media 

of the outbreak and spread of Coronavirus. This virus is a type of flu that, like all flu viruses, could be 

serious for those who are physically vulnerable – those who are elderly, small babies and those who are 

immune-compromised. Naturally, any potential illness is a source of concern for parents and guardians 

so I want to assure you that we are doing all we can to prevent any exposure to the virus and thus 

protect our community. We are most fortunate that the chairperson of our Governing Council, Dr. Mark 

Mills, is a medical practitioner held in high regard in Eswatini, and he is advising us on our response – 

both proactive and reactive – to this situation.  

In line with the practice of our sister schools especially UWC Changshu in China and UWC Li Po Chun in 

Hong Kong we have decided, as a precautionary measure, to protect our community from possible 

exposure to the virus by stopping any students from coming to school for the recommended 14-day 

quarantine period if they have travelled here from China in the last few days. To date this applies to only 

one day student and we do not anticipate any others arriving from China at this stage of the term.  

We are aware that the circumstances and dangers associated with this viral outbreak may change and 

require a different response from the college and we will communicate such changes to you accordingly. 

In the meanwhile, could we please appeal to parents and guardians to inform the school if they have 

any plans to travel at this time or in the near future to the Far East. The more information we have, the 

more we will be able to respond appropriately and in good time. We will monitor the situation and 

determine guidelines for any student travel over the upcoming half term break and the holidays at the 

end of the term.  

As always, the safety and well-being of all members of our community, and especially our students who 

are far away from home, is our first priority.  

Yours sincerely,  

  

Stephen Lowry  

Principal 


